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Residence halls report
improved student gpas
by TAMARA ENDICOTT
reporter

If a recent grade report
released by Resident Services is
any indication of intelligence,
Marshall's residence hall students may be getting smarter.
Resident Services has tracked
students' grades from spring
1995. This semester's report, calculating grades up to the fall
semester, shows an increase in
overall grade point average (gpal
from 2.33 to 2.70, a15.9 percent
mcrease.
"It's really come up a lot,"

Dating game
hooks up
Christians

Tamiko Ferrell, resident hall
director, said. "It was a C+
average at that time and it's
now a B- average. We're real
happy about that."
Students in five out of six residence halls have increased averages. Buskirk and Holderby halls
show a 5 percent increase,
Laidley Hall a4percent increase,
Twin Towers West 3percent and
H~ges Hall a2percent increase.
The average in Twin Towers East
did not change.
Nine floors among all residence halls scored a3.0 or better and will be rewarded with

pizza parties, Ferrell said.
The three highest averages
overall are Laidley Hall at
3.19, Buskirk Hall at 3.02 and
Twin Towers West at 2.87.
University Heights, off-campus
married housing, increased
from 2.84 to 3.00.
Freshman residence hall students accomplished the most
dramatic
from 1. 70 to
2.49, a46increase,
percent increase.
Ferrell attributes the success to academic floor programs, the RESLINE Channel
75, which airs study skill programs and brochures that

teach ways to increase academic performance.
"And another thing we started
pressing within this past year is
having our resident assistants
keep their doors open when they
study," Ferrell said, "and hopefully it creates achain reaction
like 'Oh, they're in there studying, so Ithink I'll go study.' "
Grade point averages by class
ranking shows graduate students at 3.39, seniors at 3.05,
juniors 3.01, sophomores 2.78
and freshmen at 2.49. Females
overall are higher with a 2.86
gpa, while males have a2.51 gpa.

W. Va. school
superintendent
resigns amid
allegations
The Associated Press

CHARLESTON -At the urging of state Board of Education
members, West Virginia schools
Superintendent Hank Marockie
resigned Thursday morning.
Marockie ended his 11-year
run as superintendent in the
wake of accusations that he
misused public and private
education funds.
His decision became official
less than 24 hours after he
insisted he would not leave
before his planned June 30
retirement. Marockie is 65.
"Yesterday, I had no intention of resigning. What I said
was the truth," Marockie said.
"But last night Italked with
some board members, and Idid
some thinking. It's just gotten
to the point that so much was
happening, I felt it wasn't
worth it to keep going."
Following the resignation,
the board appointed Assistant
Superintendent David Stewart
to serve as superintendent
while asearch committee looks
for asuccessor to Marockie.
Because the school superintendent is aconstitutional office, the
position could not be left vacant.

-Tonic Sol-Fa
brings laughter
reporter

The Backstreet Boys with a
twist and anew version of the
Folgers Coffee jingle were heard
coming from Marco's Thursday
night.
The Student Activities Programming Board sponsored a
free concert featuring the acappella group, Tonic Sol-Fa.

reporter

Some students tried to win a
date Wednesday night during
the Christian Dating Game, an
event during Jesus Week at
the Campus Christian Center.
"It was one of our events
years ago," said Shelly Beever,
Huntington senior. "It went
over really well so we decided
to do it again."
It was not hard to get participants for the game, Beever said.
"I thought it would be but it
turned out to be really ea?y,"
Beever said. "I had fom; guys
who really wanted to do it."
Four bachelors competed to
win adate with Heather Slone,
Huntington junior.
The four bachelors were
Donald Holcomb, graduate from
Charleston; Braun Narula, graduate from Louisville, Ky.; Randy
Sutherland, Barboursville junior;
and Ken Dillon, Chesapeake,
Ohio, junior.
Slone said she decided to play
the dating game to have some
fun and to meet new people.
"I don't know what Iam going
to ask," Slone said. "It will just
be aspur of the moment thing."
She asked the bachelors about

photo by Courtney MRoss

Members of Tonic Sol-Fa perform their rendition of "Wipeout"
Thursday at Marco's in the Memorial Student Center.

by COURTNEY M. ROSS

by COURTNEY L. BAILES

Page edited by Andrea Copley

About 30 people participated
in the show by singing along
and clapping to keep the beat.
,Tonic Sol-Fa opened the show
by joking that they actually
wrote the lyrics to the Backstreet
Boys' "Everybody (Backstreet's
Back)" while they sang their own
version of the song.
The group, from St. Cloud,
Please see SOL-FA, P3

ROTC cadet exercises
simulate b·attle situations
by CHRISTOPHER M. HAGY
reporter

photo by Courtney L Bailes

Four bachelors compete for adate with Heather Slone during the Christian Dating Game.

their most embarrassing dates.
Sutherland said his most
embarrassing date was when,
"she came to my house and
saw my Tickle Me Elmo Doll."
At the end of the game, Slone
chose Sutherland as her date.
Three bachelorettes competed
to win a date with Adam
Goodwin, East Bank senior. The
bachelorettes were Bracken
Bashaw, Barboursville sophomore; Amber Beanblossom,

Charleston sophomore; and
Bn-anne Erwin, Delbarton freshman.
"I did it because I get a free
movie and dinner," Goodwin said.
· Goodwin asked the bachelorettes, "If I came home from
along day of work, what would
you have fixed for dinner?"
Bashaw replied, "I would hand
you five bucks and the car keys."
Goodwin chose Amber Beanblossom, as his date.

Beever said she was happy
with the event.
"We had some nervous people up there but they managed
to crack some jokes," she said.
Service Day ends Jesus
Week today. Participants will
meet at 1p.m. at the Campus
Christian Center. They will be
doing chores in the homes of
elderly community members.

·March Madness gets early
tip-off at Hodges Hall party
by TAMARA ENDICOTT
reporter

March Madness was the
theme in Holderby Hall's cafeteria Thursday night at the campuswide monthly party provided for students by Residence
Services.
"This program was perfect
timing in line with March
Madness and college basketball," Jason Downey, Hodges
Hall resident adviser, said.
"The enthusiasm here is
really exciting," he said. "It's
springtime, the weather is
beautiful outside and alot of
people wanted to get out, so we
had agood turn-out tonight."
Hodges Hall sponsored this
month's party with about 250
students attending. Many
came to watch the DukeClemson game during the
program.
Some students munched on
free hot dogs while others
competed in shooting contests
to win basketballs, Marshall
T-shirts, wristbands and
shorts.
Students had to shoot small
basketballs at 5-foot intervals
into a trash can to win the
prize of their choice.
"It was kind of hard," Chris

Camp Arrowhead, located in
Ona, will be under mock fire
from 1-4 p.m. today as Marshall
ROTC cadets conduct squad battle drill exercises in preparation
for advanced camp this summer.
"Situational training exercises - or squad 'STiX' - are not
to test cadets' tactical abilities
so much as they..are to test
their abilities to make leadership decisions and adapt to
change," Maj. John Block said.
"More toward the end of the
semester, after cadets have
learned squad tactics and patrol
based procedure, Ilike to take the
junior cadets out to Camp Arrow-,
head and let them apply what they
have learned in the classroom."
Block said he often plays the
cadets' adversary, forcing squads
to react and make command
decisions without instruction.
Armed only with rubber copies
of Ml6A2 rifles, cadets will not
use ammunition, Block said.

Each Friday through the end of
the semester, Block said, cadets
will focus training on one of five
battle drills - squad attack,
react to contact, break contact,
react to far and near ambush,
and knock out abunker.
"I don't have any prior service
experience like some of the
other cadets, so Idon't know as
much," said Paula Brafchak,
Wheeling graduate student.
"Because Idon't know as much,
I can use this training to
improve my skills. It's apractice
makes perfect kind of thing."
Charleston senior Allen
Ladriere said, "These are skills
we will be using at advanced
camp. If you don't practice the
skills, slowly the small details
begin to slip away from your
mind. Practice keeps things
like squad tactics and how to
shoot an azimuth with acompass fresh in your mind."
Block said the drill is not
mandatory, but it does offer
cadets the opportunity to use
their training.

LET'S GO FLY AKITE

photos by Tamara Endicott

Niccl Palmer picks out the Kevin Boytek, Logan senior
top prize for one of the shoot- and resident adviser of Hodges
ing contests. Palmer won a Hall, retrieves miniature basbasketball autographed by ketballs from the makeshift
Marshall men's basketball hoop Thursday during aMarch
coach Greg White.
Madness-themed party.

Hale, Laken Heath, England,
freshman, said. "I had a
whole lot of people around me
trying to distract me, but it
was fun."
Nicci Palmer, Wheeling sophomore, won the top prize - a
green and white Thundering
Herd basketball signed by Greg
White.

"It's awesome," Palmer said.
"I'm sitting this on my shelf
with the rest of my Herd
gear."
Greg Forrest, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., senior said, "This
is a blast. I wish they'd do
this every night."
The Athletic Department
donated the prizes.

photo by J.Nesbitt

Britton Sparks takes abreak from classes and flies akite in the
March winds Thursday in Buskirk Field.
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Playing mountain music
CHARLESTON (AP) - The Appalachian dulcimer is falling victim to alobbying cam-

paign by fiddlers who oppose naming the popular folk instrument West Virginia's official
state musical instrument. The Senate approved the measure, but House leaders say they
wil not take it up before the Legislature adjourns Saturday. House Majority Leader Joe
Martin, D-Randolph, said lawmakers trying to name astate insect several years ago were
swarmed by loyalists vying to honor different species. Legislators had better luck naming
silt loam the official soil.
Page edited by Carrie Smith

·Astronaut learns science of film
(U-WIRE) LOS ANGELES
- At one time, astronaut Story
Musgrave had the record for
spacewalking. His photo collection, taken over the course of six
NASA missions includes images
of the aurora borealis taken from
miles above the Earth's atmosphere.
Recently, however, it hasn't
been the stars of the Milky Way,
but of Touchstone Pictures' new
adventure "Mission to Mars"
that have occupied Musgrave's
attention.
.
The astronaut, who has never
been involved with filmmak.ing,
despite what he calls a"desire to
translate my experience through
an artistic voice," served as technical consultant for the film. The
sci-ti flick documents anctional

series of manned missions to the
Red Planet in the year 2020.
"It goes deeper than advising
or consulting," Musgrave said.
"It was every minute of every
day, it was on that set every second. Movies are ahighly intense
and highly organized organism.
It was achapter ofmy life."
Among Musgrave's duties on the
set were informing producers of
what aspects of a Mars mission
would be possible for humans
within the next 20 years and
coaching the actors on how to portray the men and women ofNASA.
Among its predictions on the
potential future of Earth and the
space program, the film posits
that in the near future, NASA
will send married couples on
extended space missions. The

theory is the closeness of amarried relationship will foster more
relaxed environments for space
travel.
One actor on the production
who didn't require too much
coaching was Gary Sinise, who
previously spent time at NASA
preparing for arole in "Apollo
13." In that film, as in this one,
Sinise portrays an astronaut,
passed over for abig mission, but
later called into duty when the
mission encounters problems.
"Every role has its particular
challenges," Sinise said. "I did
the necessary research to feel
that Icould portray someone like
this in an accurate way.
Spending time with these astronauts, you get to kind of know
them alittle bit, and you absorb.

They're very serious, but at the
same time there's something
crazy about them too. It's nice to
have that available to you, so
you're not creating something
entirely from scratch."
The crew, which also includes
married couple Woody Blake
(Tim Robbins) and Terri Fisher
(Connie Nielsen) and techie Phil
Ohlmyer (Jerry O'Connell), are
sent to Mars to rescue Luke (Don
Cheadle) and his crew, who landed on the Red Planet to determine its possibilities for sustaining life.
What the astronauts find on
Mars is the key to unlocking the
mysteries oflife here on Earth metaphysical quandaries along
the lines of ' Where do we come
from?" and "Why are we here?"

How.to un-marry amultimillionaire
LOS ANGELES (AP) Competing for the chance to
marry a stranger on television
may have been unwise, but Darva
Conger says she has taken
enough flak for participating in
"Who Wants to Marry a
Multimillionaire."
"Whatever criticism Ideserve I
have taken, and have been
through more than e~ough for the
poor choice that Imade," Conger
said Wednesday on CNN's "Larry
King Live."
"On alarge scale, on acontinuum, was it that big a--deal? Idon't
think so ... No one w.as hurt, no
one was killed. Worse things happen every day."
Conger, 34, filed for an annulment Tuesday in Nevada. She
said her marriage to Rick
Rockwell was afraud and that he
never mentioned having "a history
of problems" with women.
Rockwell, 42, selected Conger
from among 50 contestants on

"Whatever criticism Ideserve Ihave taken,
and have been through more than enough for
the poor choice that Imade."
Darva Conger,

speaking to Larry King on CNN

the Fox TV special. They were
wed instantly in Las Vegas at the
conclusion of the Feb. 15 show
with more than 22 million viewers watching. Both signed an
agreement before the show that
they could annul the marriage.
Despite the smash ratings, Fox
canceled arebroadcast and swore
off asequel after it was disclosed
that aformer fiancee had taken
out a restraining order against
Rockwell in 1991 for allegedly
hitting and threatening her. He
has denied the allegations.
Conger told King that attention
has cost her her job as an emer-

briefly.. ·
The Birke Art Gallery presents James Allen. Allen is
visiting Marshall for agallery
lecture March 13 at 7:30 p.m.
Allen, professor at the University of Rio Grande, teac-hes
painting, drawing, photography, printmaking and art criticism. He has a master's
degree in Fine Arts from
Bowling Green University.
In his work, Allen explores
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It takes four to six weeks for an
annulment to be approved in
Clark CoW1ty, Nev., where Conger
filed her petition.

Welcome to University Suites!

avariety of media and materials. He combines twodimensional and three-diipensional forms. His art
evolves from various influences including his personal
experience. ·
Hours are Monday from.
l0a.m.-4p.m. and 7-9 p.m.;
Tuesday through Friday from
10 to 4p.m. It is free and
open to the public.
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Darva Conger and Rick Rockwell
seal their marriage with akiss.
Conger
had the marriage annulled
21 days later.
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gency room nurse, her dignity, her
privacy and time with her ailing
brother, who died in the days
after the show aired.
Conger has said she only went
on the show as alark.
She said in court papers filed
Tuesday that the marriage was
never consummated and she and
Rockwell barely saw each other
on their Caribbean honeymoon
cruise.
Fox declined to comment and
attempts to reach Rockwell were
unsuccessful. His home phone
number was recently disconnected.
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Internet becoming virtual
boxby DAVIDoffice
for ticket sales
GERMAIN
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS - Standing in
line for a movie could become
just amemory as theaters begin
testing systems that let people
buy tickets over the Internet and
print them out at home.
Moviefone.com, operated by
AOL Moviefone Inc., began
testing such asystem this week
in Seattle. The tickets can be
bought online wi~h a credit
card, then printed with bar
codes readable by scanners at
the theater door.
The company already has an
Internet-based ticket ordering
system for movies in several
major cities. But while the tickets can be reserved online, they
still must be picked up at the box
office.
Six leading movie chains
used this week's ShoWest convention of theater owners in
Las Vegas to announce similar
ventures for Internet ordering,
though they won't include
home printing at first.
Acompany. called Hollywood.com also plans to start a
Web-based ordering system in
time for the summer films.
"When Tom Oruise's 'Mission:
Impossible 2' opens, it's going to
be very hard to get a ticket,"
said Hollywood.com President
Laurie Silvers. "If you want to
see it opening weekend, the last
thing you want is to show up
and see aline around the block,
knowing
. ." you're not going to get
m
Theater chains AMC and
National Amusements are partners in the site, Movietickets.com., and CBS on Wednesday annoW1ced it bought 5percent of MovieTickets.com in
exchange for $25 million in
advertising.
At first, the services will offer
show times and let filmgoers

"We don't expect to
replace people
walking up to the
movie counter ... but
we'll offer anew
convenience for people who want to buy
their tickets at
home."
Bo Ewald,

E-Stamp president

pay for tickets online, but the
tickets still would have to be
picked up at the theater. The
real innovation is emerging
technology to allow tickets to be
printed at home.
"That's the big 'wow,"' said
Lawrence Ruisi, Loews chief
executive. "That's what's going to
get people to push the button."
Ordering the movie tickets
online will, in most cases, carry
aservice fee of adollar or two,
on top of the admission price,
though executives say such fees
eventually could be reduced or
eliminated as the sites gain
advertising revenue.
The service could help guarantee aseat at the most popular pictures, said Andrew
Jarecki, AOL Moviefone chief
executive.
Moviefone and companies
such as E-Stamp Corp. and
ETM Entertainment Network
showed off their versions of barcoding systems at ShoWest, trying to interest theater owners.
"We don't expect to replace
people walking up to the movie
counter and buying tickets, but
we'll offer a new convenience
for people who want to buy
their tickets at home," said Bo
Ewald, E-Stamp president.
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Reporters raise roof at Third House

Page edited by Rebeccah Cantley

by TAMARA ENDICOTT

reporter
Laughter, cheers and jeers
rang
a st;mding-room
only through
crowd Wednesday
night
during the Third House fundraiser for the W. Page Pitt
School of Journalism and Mass
Communications at the state
Cultural Center Theatre.
The Third House is an annual
political satire show that gives
reporters
who cover
the capitol
the opportunity
to poke
fun -at
legislators and the governor
after reporting on activities
during
the legislative session.
"I always enjoy these perfor-

,..,,,,,,,

mances:· Gov. Cecil H. Underwood said. "I like being the
object of fun. Idon't particularly like the person who played
the role, but that's neither here
nor there."
Stephen Reed, WCHS radio
political commentator, played
Underwood's role in the skit,
"Blame It On Viagra," which
parodied the political battle for
the governor's rate in November.
The last verse in the song
was, "Blame it on the
Legislature, those siUy pups. If
they had my Viagra, they might
wake up. But so far, they're
really fooled. Tax reform will be

- Friday, March 10, 2000

"I like being the object of fun. Idon't particularly like the person who played the role, but
that's neither here nor there."

The Third House was free
and open to the public when it
began in the 1940s and lasted
through the 1970s.
The show was revived in 1990
to raise money for Marshall's
School of Journalism and Mass
Comm-unications.
This year's ticket price was
$25."We do a number of things
with the money," said Dr.
Harold Shaver, dean of the
School
of Journalism and Mass
Communications.
"We use it for faculty travel
expenses, equipment and renovations for the Marvin Stone
Library,'' he said.

Gov. Cecil Underwood
re-tooled. And the mansion will said the Third House is agood
be mine, sure as sunup."
idea.
Reed said, "I am sorry that "When I was in the Legislathe governor, who is ordinarily ture in 1949, we did the Third
agood sport, seems to have a House over in the chamber," he
trace of bitterness this year. I said, "not nearly as sophisticatcan only say that my family ed as this, but I think it's a
and his have been friends for great program and it helps to
three generations."
poke fun at everybody and
Nevertheless. Underwood reduce tensions.

"And that's important here in
the last week of the session. So,
it serves a great purpose in
supporting the marvelous
School of Journalism of
Marshall, but also helps to
reduce tension here in the
Legislature."
About 600 people attended
the- fund raiser, Tom Miller,
coordinator of the event said.
He said $13,000 was raised for
the school in 1999 and hopes
this year's tally, minus expenses, will be about $14,000.
"I was pleased," Miller said. "I
haven't read the reviews yet. It
was one of our better ones and a
lot ofpeople said it was the best."

assistant professor of English
and coordinator of Women's
Studies, said.
These items include sports
memorabilia, autographed
books, antiques and compact
discs, Hudock said.
The Women's Studies group
hopes at least 50 people attend
the auction and participate in
the bidding to help the group
pay for its trip, Hudock said.
The auction is the last of four
fund raisers by Women's

Studies to help the group afford
to send 40 delegates to
Feminist Expo 2000 in Baltimore, Md.
Delegates range from freshmen to graduate students. All
of the delegates volunteered to
attend the conference.
Through past fund raisers
and grants from Academic
Affairs and the Student Government Association (SGA), the
grotJp has raised $2,720,
Hudock said.

The group still needs $875 to
pay for the trip.
"It's an important event
because it gives them (delegates) leadership skills and an
opportunity for networking
with and
peopleinternships,"
who can giveHudock
them
jobs
said.
Most of the student delegates
are going to the conference
because they want to learn
about more jobs in women's
studies, Hudock said.

of Tonic Sol-Fa were available
for anyone who wanted to
speak to them.
"This is the first time we
have been to Marshall," said
Greg Bannwarth, member of
Tonic Sol-Fa. ' The people have
been really nice and helpful.
The crowd was also very fun.''
The group tours all over the
United States giving community and college concerts,
Bannwarth said.
"We haven't toured overseas
yet," Bannwarth said. "Our
CDs are out over there
though."
The group is home only
about
year. three months of the
Because they sing so often,
they do certain things to keep
them
"Wegoing.
always have to warm up
our voices. It's like running or
any other sport," Bannwarth

said. "We also have to drink
lots of water and avoiq caffeine."
The group got together in
college and decided to make it
abusiness and go on the road
with it, Bannwarth said.
The group has opened up for
many different famous acts,
said Shaun Johnson, of Tonic
Sol-Fa.
"We have opened for Bryan
White, Lone Star and Chad
Brock," Johnson said. "We
have also opened for comedians and other country groups.
We are planning on opening
for Marc Anthony soon."
Theyandgotgettobusiness
meet Boyz
Men
adviceII
from them, Bannwarth said.
"I don't necessarily think I
always wanted
to besaid.
afamous
singer,"
Bannwarth
"But
if your going to do something,
do it right."

The goal for the group does
not necessarily mean getting a
big record deal, Johnson said.
"We have grassroot goals,"
Johnson said. "We want to
make
way." it big, but by doing it our
Agina K. Schnell, sophomore
from Charleston, said 8he had
never heard of Tonic Sol-Fa
but learned about the concert
from afriend.
"The group was very talented with their voices," Schnell
said. "It was agood experience
and very fascinating."
Schnell also thinks Marshall
should have more things like
this.
"It is agood opportunity to
be exposed to different experiences," Schnell said.
ableMoreaboutinformation
Tonic Sol-Fais byavailvisiting their Web site at
www.tonicsolfa.com.

Women's Studies Program to sponsor-auction today
by NICOLE L. JIVIDEN

photo by Courtney L. Bailes

Bill Seese, right, campus ambassador for Cedar Point amuse~
ment park, helps Faith Mor~n, anursing student from Mullens,
fill out an application at the Spring Jobs Fair.

reporter
The Women's Studies program will sponsor an auction at
Renaissance Book Company
andPeople
CoffeemayHouse
viewtoday.
the items up
for bid at 5p.m., and bidding is
scheduled to start at 7p.m.
"The auction gives people an
opportunity to bid on items
they would not be able to bid on
otherwise," Dr. Amy Hudock,

Sol-FA
More
than
300
attend
jobs
fair
•
From page 1
by COURTNEY L. BAILES. said Bill Seese, campus ambas-

reporter
The
Spring
Jobs Fair
the
Don Morris Room
gave insome
students the chance to find summer employment Wedne8day. '
"The purpose of the fair is to
allow students to find out about
all these jobs efficiently," said
Patricia Gallagher. recruiting
coordinator for the Career
Services Center.
Thirty-three employers were
at the fair, Gallagher said. More
than 300 students attended.
Recruiters from Cedar Point
hired at least three students.

INSURANCE

sador for Cedar Point.
Elder-Beerman had two
recruiters
at theHuntington
fair. Park
The Greater
and Recreation District tried to
fill 30 summer positions
Johnette Nelson, recruiter, said.
Kendra Moore, ajunior from
Eleanor, said she came to the
fair to find anew job.
"There's just alot of different
people here," Moore said.
"Instead of going to just one
place and putting in an application, lots ofjobs are here."
Morgan said the fair was very
helpful.
MUTUAL FUNOS

TRUST SERVICES

Minn., sang different renditions of songs such as "I Saw
You Standing There," "The
Lion Sleeps Tonight," "Don't
Worry Be Happy" and "Stand
By Me.''
They also sang unusual
songs such as the theme from
Scooby Doo and the Oscar
Meyer wiener song.
The group explained that
their name stands for Do, Ra,
Mi, Fa. So, La, Ti, Do, and they
came up with the name while
looking through the dictionary.
After the show, the members
TUITION FINANCING
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Bill 653 cannot help
CTC, reader says

Staff Editorial
The Daily Athenaeum
(West Virginia University)

(U-WIRE) MORGANTOWN Approximately 10,000 people gathered in
Tallahassee on 'Tuesday, proclaiming with
signs and songs that Gov. Jeb Bush was
denying them the right to an education.
These protests come hot on the heels
of Bush's controversial One Florida plan,
which would eliminate the consideration
of race in college admissions. Instead,
college admission will become completely
color-blind, but the state goyernment
will guarantee that every student in the
top 20 percent of their graduating class
will be admitted to astate school.
Representatives from the NAACP have
been voicing their outrage since the plan
was first introduced. In their op.inion, One
Florida will make it difficult to impossible
for minorities to receive educational
opportunities equal to those of whites.
"This is oppression, pure and simple,"
Florida State University student Vicki
Whitaker said. "It's not about color, it's
about oppression." ·
Her son, an 8-year-old, marched along
with Whitaker, carrying asign which read
"My Mom Needs Affirmative Action."
When faced with heartbreaking
images and organized furor, it's difficult
to agree with Bush that affirmative
action isn't needed.
It's hard to say that every admissions
official is completely unbiased and that
prejudice has been eradicated.
But at the same time, the idea that
race should be considered, but in
reverse, is just as reprehensible.
That's also why they usually cost Jess
than private schools and have more lax
admission policies.
State schools should be the easiest place
for minorities to receive an education,
because they have to adhere to strict policies determined by the government, not
individual college boards. But for that
same reason, state schools should reject
affirmative action all the more strenuously.
Whm you apply to West Virginia
University or Florida State Universfty, you
should supply certain information: your
grade point average, SAT or ACT scores,
maybe your activities and awards. Your gender, race and religion should not be anywhere on the form. If schools are truly interested in statistical information, they should
make certain those types of personal questions are asked on adetachable form which
is never seen by the admission board.
These are the factors which should
determine who becomes part of next
year's freshman class.
Affirmative action cheapens everyone's
education. Those who receive it cannot
feel the pride which comes with achievement - they just received ahand-out.
Those who are rejected because they
were just too "privileged" can pick up the
cry "Oppression!"
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Candidates fail on higher education
by ADRIAN RODRIGUEZ
Daily Texan
(University of Texas-Austin)

<U-WIRE) AUSTIN, Texas
-A-,; if student governnient
elections don't give students
enough reason to vote ... Next
week, while many of the
nation's college students are
taking in the sun and getting
blitzed during Spring Break,
Texas holds its primary for the
Democratic and Republican
presidential nominations. Just
like any other year, the candidates' higher education proposals give college students little
reason to spend afew minutes
casting aballot.
"Education" is one of the first
words uttered by any candidate
at acampaign rally. Almost all
the stump speeches this campaign season include adiatribe
on the subject, but candidates
dedicate little time to college
education. While giving mommy
and daddy awarm, fuzzy feeling by promising that the primary education of little Susie
and Johnny will receive the
president's attention, collegeage students are left wondering
if support will come their way.
Little mention of
Pell grants, federal loans or
money for research ever finds
its way into the candidate's list
of issues.
So what are the candidates'
stands on higher education?
Sifting through the colorful
pages of each candidate's Web
site only revealed afew lines
explaining their higher ed proposals. With 90 percent of col-
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boss· future plans for education,
both representatives droned on
for minutes, listing their bo-,;,ses'
support of past programs for
scholarships and funding.
This type of behavior is not
limited to Bradley and Gore
supporters. McCain and Bush
are quick to use college universities as the backdrop for campaign speeches (Bob Jones
University, anyone?) without
mentioning aword on higher
education.
Why should the candidates
even care what college-age voters think?
Like an overplayed record,
the answer is clear: college students don't vote, and when we
do show up to the polls in large
numbers, we cast our ballots for
aformer wrestler who blatantly
tells us he wants to cut funding
for public universities.
Of course, why should college
students vote if we are not
given anything of interest to
entice us to the polls? The only
somewhat notable proposal in
any of the candidates' education
plans came from Bradley, who
noted that college students can
repay their tuition loans as a-.,
percentage of their income
rather than as fixed amounts.
Bradley promises to make this
policy uniform - but any college
student can already use that
method of loan repayment now.
Who knows? Maybe next
week UT students will overwhelmingly tilt the election one
way or another. Based on what
the candidates have given us
thus far, however, that's highly
unlikely.
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BUTCH BARKER

lege students having access to
the internet, one would expect
the presidential hopefuls to
include alarger section examining higher education.
Sen. John McCain's site lists
all the legislation he supported
in the past and highlights the
1999 Educating America's
Children for Tomorrow Act,
which he introduced last year
in Congress. The bill would
increase the contribution
amount of college IRAs, which
wouldn't impact students close
to completing college. The site
does mention that McCain "continually supports increasing
Pell grants."
Al Gore promises anational
tuition savings program and a
new tax incentive to save for
college. George W. Bush's father
called himself the "Education
President," but the governor·s
site focuses on his plans to
improve discipline in primary
schools, with no mention of
higher education.
Bill Bradley proposes a$2
million program to upgrade the
infrastructure of community
colleges and advocates making
afederal student loan payback
program uniform, which, by the
way, aloan recipient already
has the option of requesting.
Even when the candidates
appear at colleges and universities, they devote little time to
discussing issues relevant to
college students.
For example, last week, representatives from the Gore and
Bradley campaigns debated on
the West Mall of the University.
When asked directly about their
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With 2,264 students, 11 percent of the
entire student body, the Marshall University
Community and Technical College is amajor
asset to the Marshall University system.
Senate Bill 653, called the Higher Education
Reform Act, is currently being considered by
West Virginia Senate, and it would not be a
good move for the the university system in
West Virginia as awhole. It would endanger
smaller schools that cannot possibly be split
and still function on such alow budget,
which would be the effect of dividing up
these schools.
How can this bill help the CTC? Well, contrary to what the legislature thinks, it cannot. If the Marshall CTC were to be ripped
away from the main university, it would lose
the name recognition. The name recognition
is abig part as to why some people decide to
go to the CTC. Adegree that says "Marshall
University CTC" is of much more value than
any name ~e Senate could come up with.
Speaking of which, the Senate has
changed the name of the new system more
than Prine~ has changed his. Also, the CTC
is avaluabte asset in helping non-traditional
students attain degrees and further education through programs that could not be
offered through the main university. Alarge
number of students in the CTC who use the
assets of the facility are local people who
work days and take night classes.
Another sticking point with the bill is the
fact that it calls for eventual separation of
the campuses. This would be an extremely
difficult and expensive undertaking, considering that large numbers of CTC classes are
housed in other buildings, such as Corbly
and Smith. ls this proposal to BUILD anew
campus or merely cause confusion as to the
placement of the classes?
In either case, the monetary loss to BOTH
bodies would be another extreme detriment
to everyone on and off campus. Quality faculty members would be lost, due to the fact
that the University and CTC share funds of
this type. Plus, all CTC students would not
be able to participate in clubs, exercise in
the gym, watch aplay in the playhouse or
access the high-tech library they helped pay
for. So Iask all students, faculty and anyone
else who reads this to weigh heavily the pros
(which their aren't many) and cons before
deciding if they support such achange.
- Archie Locke,

senator, CTC

Former SGA president
supports
candidate
My' name is Mackenzie Howard, former

Student BodyIfeelPresident
of Marshall
University.
compelled
to write to you
about acandidate currently in your presidential election, Bill Walker. Imet Bill several years ago when he was asenator during
my term and Ican say without hesitation,
he was an instant standout. Even as ajunior
senator, he spoke his mind and could not be
budged on issues that were in the best interest of the students. Most senators take many
meetings to even speak aloud, much less
introduce bills or debate acontroversial
topic, while Bill Walker jumped right in. It
was apparent to Susan Porter (vice-president) and myself that his leadership abilities
were of acaliber that the senate and the students of Marshall would definitely benefit
with. Bill fought for what he believed and
spoke his mind with acontagious zealousness from which everyone drew energy.
Having served in the position of president, I
know what the office demands. It can be
tough at times, and experience does make a
difference. The two other candidates in this
race were also senators during my term.
Both are good administrators and Iknow
them well, but Ican say from personal experience that Bill Walker has the experience it
takes to lead you through this next year.
Susan and Iboth strongly encourage you to
support Bill, Cory and their team through
the upcoming election.
- Mackenzie Howard,

student body president, 98-99
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MU ~II
drops doubleheader
The Thundering Herd softball team fell to 4-10 Thursday after dropping
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two road games to Morehead State on Thursday. Marshall lost the opener
1-0 and fell 3-2 to the Eagles in the second game. Thundering Herd
senior pitcher Natasha Johnson yielded three hits, recorded 10strikeouts
and gave up just one unearned run in the first game of the doubleheader. Johnson
----------------•F•r•id.ay•••M•a•rc•h-10•••2•00-0
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Trcick team preparing for MAC tourney sets the stage for encore
~pring
outdoor
season
l)lb~
Thundering Herd
I

established a new school
record. The team of Beckley
-junior James Kneeland; Rock
Hill, S.C., senior B.J. Epps;
Lyle; and Batey broke the old
record of 10:00.13 with atime
of9:55.29.
Although pleased with the
by MICHELLE JAMES record, Batey said he feels the
reporter
team can do better.
"I feel my mile was the weak
When Casey Batey woke up leg of the relay," Batey said.
this'pastSaturday,he wasn'treal- "I'm happy we broke the record,
ly looking forward to the day but Ifeel like we have potential
becausehe wasn'tfeeling his best. to go alot faster."
But his apprehension proved Aside from his contribution
to be.unfounded asthe distance in the distance medley relay,
runnerplaced third in the mile Epps also had astrong individat Notre Dame's Alex Wilson ual showing finishing fourth in
Invitational, and broke his own the 400-meter run with atime
school record with a time of of 48.49, the second-fastest
4:06'. 74. His previous record time in school history.
stoodat 4:08.56. .--,,. . . . . , . .
"It was a great weekend for
"I didn't feel
me," Epps said.
that good on
"I did my best
FridaysoIdidn't
times this year
expect much,"
so I felt pretty
said Batey, a
good about it."
junior from
Epps said he is
Milton. "Coach
"looking to regain
cam
e
up
to
me
L-"11'-----'....
his
strength
and said that the spring
in this
the 1.. . -. .-. ............_-be~t things Batey 400-meter bur- Kneeland
always happen
dies, the event he
whenyou leastexpect it.
placed second in at the 1998 Mid"Wewent out real fast and I American Conference Outdoor
was in the back," Batey said, Championship.
"but' when I came through I "Hopefully Ican bring my time
knewit was faster than I ever of 51.31 down asecond and qualhadbefore."
-ify for nationals," he said.
Poca senior David Lyle also ' Coach Jeff Small said he was
recordeda personal best time happy with the way the team
inth~milefinishing in 4:17 .60. ended the indoor season.
Bateyand Lyle were not the "We really enjoyed our visit to
onlyones to make agood show- Notre Dame," Small said. "It was
ingip Marshall's final competi- anice way to end the season with
tionof theindoor season.
all the school records. Hopefully,
The ThundPring Herd's dis- it will help springboard us into
tanre medley relay team also the outdoor season."

squad eager for
Saturday's opener

.

•

"We went out real fast
and Iwas in the back,
but when Icame
through Iknew it was
faster than Iever had
before."

Casey Batey,
track member
Marshall will get achance to
test that springboard Saturday
as it plays host to Dayton,
Morehead State and West
Virginia Wesleyan at the
Marshall Opener.
Although Small looks for the
team to perform well, he said
the tournament will be more of
awarm-up for Marshall.
"It's really early for an outdoor competition," he said. "It's
basically just an opportunity
for us to compete outside and
get a competition under our
belt. It's really far from ado or
die situation."
Epps agreed but said he looks
for agood personal performance.
' I'm just going to use it as
training to see where I'm at
with other people," Epps said.
"I just want to see where I fit
into the situation. Hopefully I'll
kick some ass."
Field events begin at 8:30
a.m. Saturday and running
events at 1p.m. at the Walter
"Lefty" Rollins Track.
Epps said he hopes to see a
good turnout to watch the competition.
"I'd like all Marshall students
to come and watch the Herd go
at it," he said. "Support your
local track team."

was unable to find his rhythm I say that neither team has
behind the 3-point arch, only to worry because both will
hitting 4-of-14 3-point field receive at-large bids. In 1997,
goals. Stewart did lead all the MAC received three atscorers with 25 points, but it large bids in Eastern Michwas
alackluster performance igan, Western Michigan and
spo11s
after
MAC Tournament Miami,Ohio.
colunmist record aof 10
three-point field I also look for both Marshall
goals against Marshall two and Ohio to get NIT bids.
Marshall has a record of 21-8
Seen any good basketball days before.
Ball State didn't have much with wins over Georgia and
lately?
The Mid-American Conference shooting luck either. Ten Massachusetts. Ohio has asimiturnovers kept Ball State from lar record and took Wake Forest
Tournament resembled the plot gaining
a commanding lead, into double overtime earlier in
of agreat suspense thriller. Iwas
sitting on the edge of my seat all Miami held Ball State's lead- the season before losing.
The problem with both
weekend in front of my 20-inch ing scorer Duane Clemens to .teams
is their inconsistency.
television eating a full bag of only 14 points. Ball State how- They play
good for a few
ever managed to comeback
Doritos.
games and look like a totally
Monday night, I was torn from a 36-33 deficit at half- different
team aweek later.
between watching The Rock "lay time and emerge as the tour- If Marshall
would get aNIT
the smack down on some nament champions.
berth, don't expect to see the
jabroni", or watching Marshall This tournament was one of first-round
game at the Cam ,
and Ohio play their semifinal the best to watch. Each of the
games. In the end, the MAC eight games at the Cleveland Henderson Center.
inability to get fans into
Tournament won out over the Gund Arena were nothing theThearena
will more than likeWWF. Isure wasn'tdisappoint- more than spectacular.
Sure it was disappointing ly keep the NIT board from
ed with my decision.
Each game went down to the that neither of my favorites, placing agame for Marshall at
Marshall hasn't seen
wire. All four of the quarterfinal Marshall and Ohio were not in home.
post-season play in 12 years.
games were determined fly two the championship game. Some This
could be the Thundering
points or less. 'lwo quarterfinal might of felt it was disappointnot seeing Kent vs. Herd's first time in the postgames went into overtime. The ing
semifinals saw the largest mar- Bowling Green, like most season since 1988, when it lost
gin of defeat when Miami beat "experts" predicted, in t9e in the first round of the NIT to
championship. Still, it didn't Virginia Commonwealth.
Marshall by six.
Ball State emerged victorious matter who was playing Congratulations are in order
by three over Ohio in the other because it was agreat game. for Mr. MAC himself Tamar
what can the MAC do for Slay.
semifinal. Ohio's Shaun Stone- an Soencore?
It is possible for a Slay received first team Allrook had the opportunity to tie up
the semifinals and send it into MAC team to make it far in the MAC honors Tuesday. Slay was
overtime. But Stonerook dribbled NCAA tournament. Remember the second sophomore in MAC
the ball off his foot with seven that this is the nation's best history to finish the season leadseconds on the clock to give Ball unheard ofconference. The MAC ing the conference in scoring.
is known for its ability to wear The only other to accomplish
State the ball and the win.
Ball State and Miami played the Cinderella slipper. Miami did this was Ball State's Bonzi
in the final Wednesday night. A it last year, Ball State did it in Wells in 1997.
close game was to be expected. their last appearance and WestMichael Adams is astudent in
The two teams played twice ern Michigan did it in 1997.
during the season. One game Ball State is guaranteed a the W.Page Pitt School of
went into single overtime; the bid. Some "experts" say Kent Journalism and Mass
other went into triple overtime, and Bowling Green will be Communications. Comments
with each team wining once. sweating it out this Sunday to can be sent to him by e-mail at
The game, however, was see who is going to receive the adams1977@hotmail.com or at
697-1008.
sloppy. Miami's Jason Stewart MAC's only at-large bid.
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Helping several groups,
serving many roles keeps
Bob~tory andBondurant
on
the
go
photos

West Virginia for 15 years. "The
church told me, if Iwant to find
•
out what aChristian is, maybe
it would be beneficial to work at
in Lincoln County."
His job consists of being a achapel
Bondurant worked at alocal
chaplain to the football team, a church
in Webster County,
counselor to students, as well as which had
"
no Presbyterian
directing People Reaching Out
and organized the
With Love (P.R.O.W.L.) an8 serv- Church,
existing
chapel
there
to
become
ing as apastor at the Campus aself-supporting church before
Christian Center (CCC).
Marshall in 1982.
He also works with the Uni- attending
Bondurant said he received
versity 101 program and the calls
to come to Marshall as a
African American Choir, among campus
during his
other organizations he helps tenure in minister
County.
and other functions he serves. "I kept Webster
no because I
He is the Rev. Bob Bondurant. had been saying
from campus
"On anormal week, I spend long andaway
Ididn't think that
about 50 hours here on campus too
the life of the communiand another 8-10 during: foot- Ityknew
and the university," he said.
ball season," Bondurant said. Bondurant
said about 4,000
Projects such as Habitat for
have particpated in the
Humanity also add hours to students
P.R.O.W.L.
program
and about
his week, he said.
20,000 have participated in CCC
Bondurant.said he spent part activities
during
his
That
of his childhood in New York makes him feel like hestay.
City because his mother was a adifference, he said. has made
Broadway dancer. His father During football season,
was
engineer
at oneplants
of thein Bondurant attends both home
threeanatomic
energy
and away games. His job is to
Oakridge, Tenn. Another part say
prayer before games, pray
of his childhood was spent in a for aplayers
with injuries, and
miliatry school, he said.
the coaches and the Marshall campus life and Thundering Herd football are big parts of the Rev. Bob Bondurant's life, as evidence by the work he does
Bondurant has awife, who is· counsel
Bondurant said.
and the items found in his office. Bondurant is aCampus Christian Center pastor, the People Reaching Out With Love
a high school teacher and a players,
of the football players here
director and the Thundering Herd chaplain. He also works with University 101 courses and the African American choir.
minister. He also has two sons, "Some
attended
the
CCC be[in nice
the (P.R.O.W.L.)
one of which is acoach and a who
past)
said
that
it
would
Some
from opposing
counselor at Gardner High to have a team chaplain," teams askplayers
if they can pray with
School in Raleigh, N.C., and the Bondurant recalled. "In 1990, I the Thundering
because
other has aPh.D. in counseling called [former Marshall] Coach they don't have Herd
team chapand works for the New Hope Jim Donnan and asked if I, lain, Bonduranta said.
Christian Counseling Center in could be the football team's makes him feel special, he That
said.
Huntington.
Donnan said 'OK,' "Being the team chaplai~1has
He said that his family is chaplain.
and
that
is
how
I
got
started."
be~n
~
challe~ge
for
me,
_he
close knit with similar inter- It was anew experience for him ~aid. Ih~ven t any real tramests, Bondurant said.
mg on bemg the team's chap"During my college years I h~'Isruh·dd. bee h 1. c. ' lain,
came back to Huntington and c. tball
a never nacap 1run 1ort Oneso cIhhad
11 to learn
he hasadIgo."
was
went to the First Presbyterian a• 100• .teham bee.1ore,
so .wen
derstanad'mgengenoteveryone
has
.
.
d
,
un
in downtown Huntington," said mto
t
it
wit
~ positive atitu e,
Christian
beliefs,
Bondurant
Bondurant, who worked in rural Bondurant said.
said, so his main emphasis was
to get players involved with
their faiths in some manner.
"I can remember that one of
the former football coaches was
not aChristian," he said. "The
challenge was finding away to
reach out to him."
The most difficult task he has
had is helping with the memorial services of two football players who died, Bondurant said.
Another challenge was raising $30,000 to help cover the
cost of former Marshall wide
receiver Tim Martin's brain
surgery, Bondurant said.
The CCC, Big Green Foundation and other donations
helped raise the money, he said.
"For the organizations and
private donations to help pay for
the surgery shows how close the
Above: The Rev. Bob Bon[Marshall) community really is,"
durant gives asermon to stuBondurant said.
dents at the Campus
Marshall's success on the footChristian Center's chapel.
ball field - particularly its 13-0
Bondurant is acampus pasrecord,
Top
10
finish
and
Motor
Above: The Rev. Bob Bontor
at Marshall.
City Bowl win this past seasondurant, the football chaplain,
has
made
him
happy,
he
said.
said being involved with the
Left:
Bondurant shares afew
"I
saw
parents,
students,
footteam,especially given its
ball players and coaches celelaughs and some brownies
success the past decade,
brating
and
it
brought
tears
to
with
students
inside the
makes him feel special.
my eyes," Bondurant said.
Campus Christian Center on
"Here we have afootball
"I
cried
because
I
can
rememThursday.
Bondurant
is the
program, which was alosing
ber [Marshall) in the 1960s,
director of People Reaching
program in the 1960s," he
when [it) was the most losing
Out
With
Love
(P.R.O.W.L.).
said. "In 1970, aplane crash
program in America,go to being
Bondurant said about 4,000
killed the football players and
ranked 10th in the nation.,
students have particpated in
coaches, and finally today
"I
felt
like
I
was
part
of
a
the
P.R.O.W.L. program and
[we] have the 10th best footgreat miracle," he continued.
about 20,000 have participatball team in the country. [It] is
"Here we have a football proed
in
CCC activities since
like ashes to glory."
gram, which was alosing pro1982, when he came to
gram in the 1960s. In 1970, a
Marshall. Sharing his
Right: Students are likely to
plane crash killed the football
Christian beliefs and working
see Bondurant walking
players and coaches, and finally today [we) have the 10th best
with those students makes
across campus given the
football team in the country.
him feel like he made adiffermany titles he holds and the
"[It]is like ashes to glory."
many groups he works with.
ence during his stay, he said.

by J.J. SPICHEK
reporter
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